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The FLIP project, a groundbreaking Erasmus+ European Youth Together initiative
aimed at transforming youth civic participation through financial literacy, is excited
to announce its first Transnational Project Meeting (TPM) and Study Visit in Porto,
Portugal, from May 14th to 16th, 2025. This marks a major milestone for the
project, which officially launched in December 2024.

In December 2024, the FLIP project officially kicked off with a series of planning
and strategy sessions that set the stage for its ambitious goals. The project
brings together a consortium of partners from across Europe, all united by the
shared mission of equipping young people with the skills needed to navigate
financial systems and actively participate in democratic processes. Since its
launch, the project has focused on establishing strong foundations for the work
ahead, preparing resources, and building partnerships that will ensure the
success of the planned initiatives.

Online Kick-off Meeting December 2024

| Zoom
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Learning from the first national-level Participatory Budgeting implementation

Portugal has long been at the forefront of participatory democracy, and its
pioneering role in implementing Participatory Budgeting (PB) at the national level
makes it an ideal setting for the project’'s first study visit. By exploring the
successful integration of PB in communities, participants will gain valuable insights
into how this methodology empowers citizens, particularly young people, to
influence budgetary decisions in their local and national governments.

Over the course of the 3-day event (14-16/05/2025), participants will visit key
locations where PB is actively shaping policy and community life. They will
engage with local experts, policymakers, and community leaders to learn about
the processes, challenges, and successes of PB implementation at both
grassroots and national levels. Through these field visits and expert-led
discussions, participants will gain a deeper understanding of how PB can serve
as a tool for social change and inclusive decision-making.

Deep Dive into Financial Literacy and Participatory Budgeting

The study visit offers a unique opportunity for youth people (18 - 30 years old),
youth workers, and public authority representatives to come together and
immerse themselves in the practices that have made Portugal a leader in PB.
The program includes:

o Field Visits

e Workshops and Interactive Sessions
e Networking Opportunities

e Presentations and Discussions
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The excitement is already building up for the study visit!

“For several years, | conducted training
sessions on financial management and have '\
experience in implementing PB in my
municipality - | would like to exchange
experiences and insights and introduce the
best ideas in my local government”

Wiestaw Kakol,
Mayor of Boguchwata, Poland

—

at an art-based Citizenship
meeting in Gorizia and | look

the G0!2025 project”

)

«| learned about the FLIP project

forward to applying what [ learn t

Ivan Visintin,
Young participant, Italy
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“This experience will
support my growth and
allow me to bring
valuable insights to JA
Cyprus, benefiting the
young people we
support with impactful

strategies in financial
literacy and community
empowerment”

Christoforos Malekos
Youth Worker

Junior Achievement (JA), Cyprus
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The excitement is already building up for the study visit!

“Coming from a challenging background, | understand the
importance of financial literacy in making informed decisions.
I’'m excited about the project’s focus on PB and hands-on
learning to improve my financial skills and understanding of
democratic processes”

“I' will apply the
knowledge by organizing
local workshops and PB
simulations with youth
centers and schools, and

promote financial

literacy through m y

professional networks -

I'aim to train youth
workers and volun teers,

ensuring long-term
impact and engagement
in democratic processes”

Yuran Weng,
\ Young participant, Luxembourg

"Participating in a PB project
is a unique opportunity to actively
contribute to change, develop skills in
project management, community
engagement, and decision-making, and
make a concrete impact on the
community. | want to be a key part of
meaningful change"

Maciej Sawicki,
Young participant, Poland

Elisa Guerra,
Youth Worker, Italy
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The Importance of Financial Literacy in Empowering Youth

The FLIP project is centered around the understanding that financial literacy is not
just about managing money—it’s about creating informed, engaged citizens who
can actively contribute to their communities. By integrating Financial Literacy with
Participatory Budgeting, the project aims to create a holistic approach to youth
empowerment, where young people are equipped with both the knowledge and
the tools to shape their future.

A Transformative Journey for Youth Across Europe

The FLIP project is set to embark on a transformative journey for youth workers,
young participants, and public authority representatives across Europe. The
initiative will continue to share insights and best practices, empowering young
people to integrate financial literacy into their daily lives and decision-making
processes. As the project progresses, FLIP will support communities in fostering
greater civic engagement and participation. The project’s activities, including
workshops, local Participatory Budgeting (PB) implementations, and the creation
of educational resources, will provide young people and community leaders with
the tools they need to become informed, active citizens.

Looking Ahead: The Future of the FLIP Project

As the project grows, FLIP will build stronger networks among young people,
youth workers, and public authorities, fostering cross-border collaboration. The
future will see the continued development of digital tools and platforms that
facilitate learning and engagement, ensuring that young people are well-
prepared to navigate the evolving financial landscape.
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